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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF CLIFTON HELD IN CLIFTON VILLAGE 
HALL, CLIFTON, ON MONDAY 21 MAY 2018 AT 7.30 PM 

 
PRESENT: Councillors B Benson (Chairman), Mrs J Perry, A Perry, S Howe, J Holliday & 4 Members of public  
 
1 APOLOGIES 

Cllr Steve Howe, Cllr Helen Goulding & Cllr David Whipp (CCC) 
  

2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 15 May 2017 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 15 May 2017 we agreed and signed as a true record. 

 
3 ANNUAL REPORT OF CHAIRMAN 

Cllr Brian Benson gave his report: 
This is a brief resume of the work of the Parish Council over the past year.  
The Parish Council  
During the year the Council has met on 6 occasions.  
In December 2017 Chris Leece, the Parish Clerk for over fifteen years resigned and the Parish Council 
successfully recruited a replacement. Rachael Kelly took up the appointment in March 2018.  
A co-option appointment to the Parish Council was made recently and we now have a full Council.  
Eden District Council has approved an increase to the number of councilors’ from 6 to 7 from the next 
elections which will be held in May 2019.  
The Parish Council has adopted a number of policies ensuring that the Parish Council achieves legal 
compliance.  
The Parish Council has enhanced its web site, all Parish Council minutes polices and news is available 
via www.cliftonpc.org.uk  
 
Our Activities  
The Parish Council received notice from Eden DC of eleven planning matters within the Parish over the 
past twelve months.  
The Parish Council organised a parish meeting in the November 2017 to consult with the community 
over a proposed development of Land east of the A6 (Planning Application 17/0914). The parish 
meeting resoundingly opposed the development. The Parish Council presented a significant case 
against the development on planning grounds. The developer withdrew the application.  
The Parish Council continues to lobby both the District Council and the County Council on behalf of the 
parish seeking improvements to the existing infrastructure ie traffic calming, on street parking, and 
dog waste.  
The Parish Council has been placed in a difficult position in relation to the proposed devolution of 
services by Eden District Council. The Parish Council has been presented with a no-win situation 
initially, with regard to street lighting but may impact other services currently undertaken by Eden 
District Council within the Parish. Eden District Council has decided (without any formal consultation 
with the Parish Councils) that all street lighting be devolved to Parish Councils. This decision will add a 
financial burden to the community in terms of an increased precept in future years in order to 
maintain the street lighting and pay for the electricity. The Parish Council decided reluctantly that it 
had no option and it will maintain the street lighting within the village of Clifton.  
The Parish Council will consider as part of the current parish consultation to look at options for the 
area known as the Clifton Pond. The Council owns the land and has worked to enhance the area with 
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wild flower planting and a recreational area. This area is currently negatively impacted by the adjoining 
housing development.  
The Parish Council continues to employ Mr. Harry Seddon as an odd job man for the Clifton parish and 
he is doing an excellent job keeping the parish tidy.  
The Parish Council is looking towards further enhancements within the parish during the forthcoming 
year. The Parish Council is working with the Police and Cumbria CC to install an advanced speed 
detector device at the south end of the village, relocating the current device to the north end of the 
village. The Police have recognized that there is a problem with speeding vehicles and the Parish 
Council will work with the Police to reduce the problem.  
The Parish Council along with other bodies on the Penrith – Kendal 106 bus route support the 
continuation of a bus service both financial and thro representation on the action committee.  
Our Finance  
The Parish Councils finances are currently in good health.  
The Parish Council has received the first part of the funding arising from the housing development in 
Clifton village. There is currently a community consultation process running which we hope will 
provide the Parish Council with a range of options on how the Parish Council should spend this money 
to benefit the community.  
The Parish Council determines the precept and it agreed that this year (2018-2019) it would require a 
precept of £6000.  
The Parish Council continues to offer financial support towards the upkeep of the Village Hall and the 
St Cuthbert’s Churchyard  
The Parish Council supports financially the Penrith – Kendal 106 bus route, this is £500 per annum. 

 
4 REPORTS FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

a) Clifton Village Hall – Dale reported that the village hall has had a successful 12 months, 
with lots of repeat bookings.  Dale thanked the parish council for the £15,000 from the 
Community Funding, this will enable to village hall to make decisions on moving forwards, and that 
a building survey will be organised to see what works are required on the village hall.  Dale to 
forward the accounts to CPC. 

b)  Harry Seddon – Village Handyman – Thank you for inviting me to the annual meeting of 
Clifton Parish.  I am grateful having been given the opportunity to work as the village handyman 
over the past 9 years, and for the support given me by the councillors and parishioners alike.  
There are a number of responsibilities attached to this job, and I hope I have achieved the 
standards required for this post.  Some of the work carried out in the village including Clifton 
Dykes, is the maintenance and cleanliness of the road signs, in particular the emblems attached to 
the flower boxes and signs entering Clifton.  There is a constant demand of tidying and removal of 
litter from footpaths and hedgerows and of course the dust that accumulates from passing traffic 
not only looks untidy but can cause blockages in the drain system.   
I look after the garden coming in to Clifton via Penrith and picnic areas at the pond, valley road, the 
car park and village hall.  These areas need more attention during the summer months, in 
particular the removal of weeds and grass cutting, not to mention the weeding alongside St 
Cuthbert’s Church and other paths through Clifton.  The bus shelters soon begin to look shabby so 
I keep these clean by washing then down regularly.  Some other work involving might mean and 
does on occasion involve the repair and maintenance of parish notice boards, benches and flower 
boxes.  Recently I have set benches secure and erected no parking signs at pond area and car park.  
I have also repaired the notice board at Clifton Dykes twice this year, 
During the winter months leaves need to be swept up and removed near and over the railway 
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bridge.  The speed indicator needs constant monitoring and replacement batteries regularly 
changed.  I have enjoyed my work as parish handyman and hope to continue this work for years 
to come.   

 
5 CLIFTON WELL ACCOUNTS  

Due to banking issues the statements have not been available.  The Clerk to issue to the accounts as 
soon as possible.   

 
6 PUBLIC FORUM  

Harry Seddon: 
Increase in dog fouling – Clerk to contact EDC – replacement signing, wording from EDC for parish 
magazine, leaflets – to be co-ordinates with another leaflet drop in village. 
Land near to pond not finished – it has been noted that works are continuing in the area, hopefully this 
area will be finished, to be monitored. 
Brian Benson: 
Any projects/ideas for the community funding please let the Clerk know, a list of proposals will be 
collated form the consultative meeting at the end of June – further information to be circulated when 
the meeting arranged.  Harry Seddon suggested a bench could be provided for the garden area at the 
Penrith end of the village.   
 
The meeting was closed at 8pm 

  
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.45pm 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Signed………………………………………………….Date………………………….. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


